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Background

Collema nigrescens (Hudson) DC. is a foliose, gelatinous lichen in the
Collemataceae that is found throughout much of the world and has abundant
healthy populations in California (Wittman and Ponzetti 2006, Esslinger 2018,
CNALH 2022, NatureServe 2022). It has a Global Rank of G5; it is considered
Vulnerable (S3) in Washington state and Quebec Province and Imperiled (S2) in
Ontario Province (NatureServe 2022). It is included in the Northwest Forest Plan
for Washington and parts of Oregon (excluding the Klamath Physiographic
Province) as a Category F taxon (USDA/USDI 2001). As part of the Species of
Conservation Concern process, it was added to a list of species to be considered
for SCC Account development by CNPS. Aaron Sims sent out an email to the
Lichen Conservation Committee early in 2022, and the consensus of those who
responded is that this lichen is common in California and should not be
considered for addition to the CNPS Inventory (Sims 2022 pers. comm.). A
preliminary examination of collections in the Consortium of North American
Lichen Herbaria shows that there are over 200 collections of this lichen from
California (CNALH 2022).

Recommended Actions
CNPS: Add to Considered But Rejected list
CNDDB: Do not rank

Draft CNPS Inventory Record
Collema nigrescens

Considered But Rejected

Reason: Too common.

Common name: blistered jelly lichen
USDA Plants symbol: CONI8
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